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The Association of Community Organization & Social Administration (ACOSA) is appalled by President
Trump’s decision to discontinue the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Despite
substantive evidence supporting the success of the DACA program, many myths still exist about recipients
of DACA that must be challenged. As a result of DACA, out of the more than 1.1 million people eligible to
participate in the program, more than 800,000 people have been provided a way to legally work and live in
the U.S. (Pew Institute, 2014). Additionally, more than 95% of all DACA participants are currently in
school or working, thus dispelling the myth that DACA recipients aren’t contributing to U.S. society
(Hipsman, Gomez-Aguifiaga, and Capps, 2016). Finally, it is important to point out that an estimated 21%
of all DACA recipients are working in helping professions and education related fields, thus making
substantive contributions to the well-being of our society (Patler and Cabrera, 2015). It is as a result of the
widespread success of the DACA program reported by policy experts, alongside our commitment to social
justice and reform that ACOSA stands firmly against President Trump’s decision to eliminate DACA.

As an organization of community practitioners and social advocates, we strongly encourage everyone
within our membership ranks, the social work and allied helping professions, and national and international
communities to come together and take individual and collective action against the elimination of DACA,
and for the passing of the Dream Act, which was initially created in 2001 and nearly passed through both
the House and the Senate in 2010 (American Immigration Council, 2017). While ACOSA stands firmly
against the repeal of the DACA program, we also identify the DREAM Act as essential policy for ensuring
that many persons living in the U.S. and currently labeled undocumented have a feasible and accessible
pathway to citizenship. For those wishing to take action, please consider engaging in one or more of the
following activities:

1. Call your U.S. senators and representatives and let them know that you strongly support the
reinstatement of DACA and passage of the Dream Act.

2. Reach out to other groups and organizations in your community to find out how you can become
involved in helping advocate for the reinstatement of DACA.

3. Help get people registered to vote in your community.

4. If you are credentialed, consider offering pro bono services in counseling, social work, etc., to help
those experiencing trauma as a result of the President’s decision.

5. If you are involved in higher education, consider organizing and advocating for your institution to
become a sanctuary for undocumented students.

6. If you are an educator, consider doing something in your workplace to let students know that you
stand with them and support them.

7. Post on social media and let it be known to all in your social networks that you stand on the side of
justice and with all current and future Dreamers.
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8. Consider reaching out to other community groups, organizations, and institutions and form a
community coalition to support undocumented persons.

9. Donate to organizations that support DACA and provide direct resources and support to
undocumented persons.

10. Shop and spend money at places that have come out against President Trump’s decision to eliminate
DACA. Consider starting a local boycott of businesses that support the President’s decision.

ACOSA also encourages our members, partners, and allies to share this statement with their professional
and social networks to promote the collective action necessary to challenge this injustice. ACOSA is also
interested in partnering and collaborating with other organizations, groups, and institutions, within and
outside of social work and higher education that want to build coalitions and/or stronger social action
oriented efforts to challenge the DACA decision and other injustices. If interested in joint advocacy efforts,
please contact Becki Sander at chair@acosa.org.
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Resources

NASW Advocacy Website

Center for American Progress DACA Website

Center for American Progress: A New Threat to DACA could cost states billions of dollars
The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP)

Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights

National Education Association

National Immigration Law Center (NILC)

Southern Poverty Law Center
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Advocacy and Education Resources

Find Your U.S. Senators and Representatives
Teaching Tolerance

Community Toolbox for Taking Action
Advocacy Resources for Nonprofits
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https://www.congress.gov/members?q=%7B%22congress%22:%22115%22%7D
https://www.splcenter.org/teaching-tolerance
http://ctb.ku.edu/en
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/everyday-advocacy-resources

